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§ 955.5, and to the extent the following 
items have been filed, pleadings, pre-
hearing conference memoranda or or-
ders, prehearing briefs, depositions or 
interrogatories received in evidence, 
admissions, stipulations, transcripts of 
conferences and hearings, hearing ex-
hibits, posthearing briefs, and docu-
ments which the Board has specifically 
designated be made a part of the 
record. The record will at all reason-
able times be available for inspection 
by the parties at the Board. 

(b) Except as the Board may other-
wise order in its discretion, no proof 
shall be received in evidence after com-
pletion of an oral hearing or, in cases 
submitted on the record, after notifica-
tion by the Board that the case is 
ready for decision. 

(c) The weight to be attached to any 
evidence of record will rest within the 
sound discretion of the Board. The 
Board may in any case require either 
party, with appropriate notice to the 
other party, to submit additional evi-
dence on any matter relevant to the 
appeal. 

(d) The Board may consider the Fed-
eral Rules of Evidence for guidance re-
garding admissibility of evidence and 
other evidentiary issues in construing 
those Board rules that are similar to 
Federal Rules and for matters not spe-
cifically covered herein. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 80 FR 31305, June 
2, 2015, § 955.14 was amended by removing the 
sentence at the end of paragraph (a), effec-
tive July 2, 2015. 

§ 955.15 Discovery. 
(a) The parties are encouraged to en-

gage in voluntary discovery proce-
dures. In connection with any deposi-
tion or other discovery procedure, the 
Board may issue any order which jus-
tice requires to protect a party or per-
son from annoyance, embarrassment, 
oppression, or undue burden or ex-
pense, and those orders may include 
limitations on the scope, method, time 
and place for discovery, and provisions 
for protecting the secrecy of confiden-
tial information or documents. 

(b)(1) The Board may limit the fre-
quency or extent of use of discovery 
methods described in these rules. In 
doing so, generally the Board will con-
sider whether: 

(i) The discovery sought is unreason-
ably cumulative or duplicative, or is 
obtainable from some other source that 
is more convenient, less burdensome, 
or less expensive; 

(ii) The party seeking discovery has 
had ample opportunity by discovery in 
the case to obtain the information 
sought; or 

(iii) The discovery is unduly burden-
some and expensive, taking into ac-
count the needs of the case, the 
amount in controversy, limitations on 
the parties’ resources, and the impor-
tance of the issues at stake. 

(2) The parties are required to make 
a good faith effort to resolve objections 
to discovery requests informally. A 
party receiving an objection to a dis-
covery request, or a party which be-
lieves that another party’s response to 
a discovery request is incomplete or 
entirely absent, may file a motion to 
compel a response, but such a motion 
must include a representation that the 
moving party has tried in good faith, 
prior to filing the motion, to resolve 
the matter informally. The motion to 
compel shall include a copy of each dis-
covery request at issue and the re-
sponse, if any. 

(c) If a party fails to appear for a dep-
osition, after being served with a prop-
er notice, or fails to serve answers or 
objections to interrogatories, requests 
for admission of facts, or requests for 
the production or inspection of docu-
ments, after proper service, the party 
seeking discovery may request that the 
Board impose appropriate rulings or 
sanctions. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 80 FR 31305, June 
2, 2015, § 955.15 was amended by adding a sen-
tence to paragraph (a), effective July 2, 2015. 
For the convenience of the user, the added 
text is set forth as follows: 

§ 955.15 Discovery. 
(a) * * * Except in connection with mo-

tions to compel or for a protective order, dis-
covery requests and responses should not be 
filed with the Board. 

* * * * * 

§ 955.16 Interrogatories to parties, ad-
mission of facts, and production 
and inspection of documents. 

(a) Interrogatories to parties. After an 
appeal has been filed with the Board, a 
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